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Friends Can Make a Difference!

PROPOSED '92 CITY BUDGET WILL INCLUDE LIBRARY
SERVICE CUTS WITH HIGHER FEES

If the propose FY1991/92 City

Budget pases in its present form, Hous-

ton Public Libra wil lose nealy
$1millon in fundig. Al, Houstonians

wil lose major seic an pay incr
fee in al ar. The new fisc yea
begins July 1.

Th prpo budget doubles fines
on overue materi for both adults and
childrn. Resrves on poul titles wil
go frm 50 cent to $1. Parg beneath
th Jes H. Jone Buidig at 50
McKiey wi clib frm $1.50 to $2
per hour.

The Telephone Refernce servce

(1) at 236-1313 curntly answers 1,200

to 1,400 questions every work day, over

540,00 a yea. These heavily use
information lines wil be replaced with a
recorded message.

The Houston "Post" (June 16), on
its editorial page, already caned on City

Council to save "one of the city's most

popular services in an unfairly maligned
deparent. "

The materials budget wil remain
the same next yea, meaning fewer new
books due to inflation.

The librar's outstading free
service of answering .questions of all kinds

by telephone wil be discontinued. Last

yea, Houston Public Librar answered
3.8 milion questions--almost a thd of

thm by phone!
The Filide Libr, which

loaed 103,814 16mm fis an vide

lat yea, wi cea wal-in se. Ov
3,00 poula vide will move to ope

shelving.

Another servicetht could be lost is

the TDD-TTVline for the de~ which
anwered 482 questions lat yea and

prvided a high level of seice thugh
th "Connection" prgr. Books By

Ma, se th eldey an homebund.

wi be called, despite .cirultig
157,04 items to shut-ins lat yea.

BUDGE~CUTERS TARGET
LIBRARY AGAIN

"Reductions" prose in the

FY199llJ2 City Budget mea yet anther

bad yea for Houston Public Libra.

Houston "Chronicle" busines columnist

Jim Barlow observed (June 20) that HPL

"has already lost both fat and muscle, with

the new budget there wil be bones sawed."

Since 1986, the Librar Deparent
has gone from 2.8% of the City Budget to

the 2,25% proposed for nest fiscal yea.

Year of budget cuts have led to:

.Fewer ßooks--In 1983, Houston

Public Librar purchased 221,040 boks

and 13,051 periodicals subscriptions. With

the FY 1991/92 budget, the Librar wil

only be able to aford 82,60 new boks

an 6,649 subscptions. Adjusting for.

inftion, th Libr would nee $6.8

millon (not the $2.6 milion budgeted) to

buy the same number of boks as it did in

1983.

-Fewer Services--The loss of

telephone .reference service would join

such pioneering efforts as the Community

Information Servíce (C.I.S.), lost in the

1986 budget.

. Fewer Staff-- The Library has a

vacancy rate as high as 20% in some

units, losing staf to better salaries, less
stress and brighter fiscal futures.



How Can a Friend Make a Difference?

Friends members and other librar supporters may want to contact their City
Council member while the FY1991192 Budget isbeîng discusse between now and
July 3. Names and offce telephone numbers of the Houston City Council appe
below:

Distrct A
Distrct B

Distrct C

Distrct D

Distrct E

Distrct F
Distrct G
Distrct H

Distrct I

La McKae
Ernest McGowen

Vince Ryan

AI Calloway

Fra Macuso

John Gooer
Christin Haung
Dale Gorczynski

Ben T. Reyes

247-2010

247-200
247-200
247-201
247-208
247-2001

247-207
247-2003

247-2011

At-Lage, 1

At-Lage, 2

Beverley Clak
Eleanor Tinsley

247-2014

247-2013

At-Lage, 3

At-Lage. 4

At-Lage, 5

Jim Greenwoo

Sheila Jacksn Le

Mate Robinn

247-2005

247-200
247-2012

Malinii Addrs:
P.O. Box 1562

Houst, TX 77251
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Friends of the Houston Public Library
500 McKinney

Houston, Texas 77002

What are other choices?
Houston libra users would be

better-served by an overal reduction in
hour of opetion, insted of losing
sef" itha taen decades to build.

Ha a milion dollar could be saved by
closing smaer brach libiaes on
Satuday and Sunday. Regional braches
coud close one week-dy, while Centr
Libra would close at 6 p.m. insted of 9
p.m. on Fridayad all day Sunday

--Cut hours, not services!!
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